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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

Based upon historical experience of older generations, young people in 

Slovakia perceive current economic and social problems (unemployment, 

homeless people, beggars) as a burden you can overcome but they tolerate 

them patiently for now. Permanent political scandals are considered a natural 

part of plural democratic society and a popular topic of their discussions.  

 

Life optimism is supported by their life experience of high politics - state 

and -federal one – “in brown” (1939-1945) and "in red" (1948-1989) which had 

only indirect impact on everyday life of apolitical citizens in local conditions.  

 

For this reason politics is perceived mostly as "the monkey-business of 

masters" and consequently seen to impact party politics, but comprise nothing 

that ordinary people should care about. 

 

Young people in Slovakia connect traditional cultural values of originally 

rural area (a family and relatives, neighborhood and friends, solidarity and self-

help) with a modern orientation towards integration into the EU which is the only 

alternative for Slovakia to remain a legal state and to guarantee the economic 

prosperity of its citizens.  

 

They hope Slovakia ´s membership will bring them more social justice and 

labor opportunities. 
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Section 1:  Data Collection 
 
FOCUS GROUP                                                           NUMBER OF 
PARTICIPANTS 
  
 
1. Politically active young people 
18-25 years,                                                                                                                         
5 
Moderator: young activists and Youth Council of Slovakia workers (Peter),  
Duration: 2 hours, recorded digitally 
Location: Bratislava ( the capital), February 2004 
 
 
2. Young women with lower education 
18-25 years                    
8 
Moderators: 2 young female sociologists, PhD students of Institute of Sociology 
(Janka and Janka) 
Duration: 2 hours, recorded digitally 
Location: Poprad (East Slovakia) February 2004 
 
 
3. Young women with higher education 
18-25 years                                                                                                                          
6 
Moderators: young, female sociologists –  PhD students of Institute of Sociology 
(Janka and Janka) 
Duration: 2 hours, recorded digitally 
Location: Poprad (East Slovakia), February 2004 
 
 
4:Young men with lower education                                                                                
6 
18-25 years, 
Moderator: 2 political science PhD students from the University of Cyril and 
Method in Trnava (Martin and Josef) 
Duration: 2 hours, recorded digitally 
Location: Dobrá Voda (village in West Slovakia), February 2004 
 
5. Young men with higher education                                                                              
6 
18-25 years 
Moderator: 2 political science PhD students from the University of Cyril and 
Method in Trnava (Martin and Josef) 
Duration: 2 hours, digitally recorded 
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Location: Trnava (West Slovakia), February 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWS 

 
Interview conducted by a sociologist from Institute of Sociology at the 
Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava 
transcription by: project assistant 

 
 

1. Kristína, Bratislava, 24 years, University degree, civil activist, lives alone, 
coworker with civic association ´Citizen and Democracy´, political 
interests: political of public interest. 
 
Duration: 35 minutes 
 
Location: Bratislava (Capital City), February 2004 
 
 

2. Peter,  Bratislava, activist of Youth Council of Slovakia, lives alone 
 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
Location: Bratislava (Capital City), February 2004 

 
 

3. Rastislav, Bratislava, 24 years, Roma activist, consultant with 
INFOROMA –consultant agency concerning Roma problems, lives alone. 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Location: Bratislava (Capital City), February 2004 
 
 

4. Karol, Bratislava, student, member of students council and academic 
senate, lives alone 
 
Duration: 40 minutes 
 
Location: Trnava, February 2004 
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Section 2:  Short summaries and 
observations of focus groups and interviews 
 
FG5  PA 
 
The participants are not members of any political party. In their free time they get 
involved with charitable activities with: children, students, Roma, and/or 
environmental protection. All of them feel close to confessional Christian 
communities. The discussion enabled them to clarify the political aspects of their 
voluntary activities. Later, they asked to add to their completed narratives. 
  
FG 4 W HE 
 
The discussion began rather slowly. Reactions of the participants were not very 
emotional.  The female participants were all single students who were living with 
their parents. That may be why politics does not significantly influence them. 
Female participants expressed their opinion about all questions. They did not find 
it awkward to speak critically about current government. 
 
FG 3 W LE 
 
Friendly atmosphere, lively emotional discussion, no communication barriers. 
One female participant was passive during the entire conversation. All of them 
were mothers,  had a family and own household (one of them was a single 
mother). These participants had very similar opinions and no conflicting political 
attitudes emerged. At times the moderators interacted with the participants to 
verify the consistency of their standpoints. 
  
FG2 M HE 
 
The participants are students and teaching assistants at universities. They come 
from different regions of Slovakia. The interview was conducted in the late 
afternoon. The respondents willingly answered all questions and different 
standpoints on political issues were discussed. The moderators did not intervene 
into the discussion significantly. Participants did not have any experience with the 
discussed issues and did not show any interest in active political participation. 
 
FG1 M LE 
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The respondents were very talkactive, they had no problems answering any 
question or presented issue. As for the content of their narratives they have 
never been involved in political participation. They argue it is because of their 
youth and lack of time for their interests. Now political participation is considered 
as taboo. Participants feel the impact of political situations through their 
worsening financial situation. 
 
Depth interviews 
 
These were evaluated by participants as highly positive because they enabled 
them to clarify their own life orientation and the meaning of their civic and 
voluntary activities in their professional and private life. 
  
Kristína (civic activist)  ...also thanks to this sociological research I realize more, 
that I am active in politics, yet not in any political party... 
 

 
SECTION 3: Belonging and Identity 
 
Young women derive their identity and sense of belonging from having their own 
family and household,  health conditions often are associated with occupation 
and education. The most important factor of personal identity is a state of 
being employed or unemployed. 
    
4 Focus Group  Women  H Education 
 
Ly: I have children, family, own place, ... my husband and I, always ... (laughs). 
Where are we supposed to get money from to pay an apartment, kindergarten, 
food, clothes … 
L1: ...since  I have a job and am single, money is not as much …., but there is 
health, then. When you have problems with health, that would not be solved in a 
week or two. 
A: A levels, all these exams, how to manage all this, how to get to university. 
L2: Being unemployed bothers me now the most, 
 
 
Young men had a chance to describe more into detail the answer to the question 
– who they are and how they define themselves. The following example is a 
typical narrative of an activist in civic associations and movements. Juro 
emphasizes the roles of "home town," "region," "natives;" "school,"and 
"community of friends” for his identity. These are people with a very similar value 
orientation /Salesians/, “home town” and “region” represents belonginess to 
Slovakia and Europe. 
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JURO (5 FG PA):  I come from the east of Slovakia, this influences my life, I am 
"an Easterner" from the town Humenné.  I have a lot of friends, who live or work 
in different parts of Slovakia now, but we see each other from time to time and it 
is a very nice group of "Easterners", and this still influences me, I have lived in 
Bratislava for five years now. I study at the University of Economics. I have a 
very good  friends from the salesian community.  
I feel to be Slovak and European at the same time because I travel abroad a lot, I 
get to explore new countries,  I feel European, but more Slovak “.  
 
 
 
SECTION 4: Organized 
Activities/Participation: Activities aside from 
political participation 
 
Political participation is primarily connected with leisure time. Free time activities play 
important role for understanding political participation of young people. Young men 
consider free time activities to be a relaxing tool to escape from a bad social situation. 
Young women, especially ones with children and family, describe their free time as 
space for social communication with family and relatives. This does not build 
opportunities for potential political, civic and voluntary activities. Many claim young 
people should entertain themselves, practice sports, look for a partner. Interest in politics 
increases with age and comes with gaining economic independence from parents. 
  
 
 
1 Focus Group Man  L Education 
 
XY1: In the first place it is nature and just enjoying life since politics is rather 
bothersome; music, friends, sometimes going to social events, talking to colleagues 
 
Juro: I am unemployed, therefore my life is pretty much the same every day now, I sleep 
a lot, I play playstation or watch TV, mostly stereotypical... 
 
XY2:....it is a school stereotype, I get up, go to school, come back home, have dinner, 
watch TV, study a little bit and  go to bed. 
 
 
 
2 Focus Group Man H Education 
 
Mi: ... a politician, who is now sixty years old and successful, when he was 
twenty, what do you think, what was he interested in? He just listened to music, 
practiced some sport. Maybe he was sitting with someone like me now, yet would 
have never thought… 
V:. He was looking at women. 
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Mi: Of course, he was. 
 
 
3 Focus Group  Women  L Education 
 
M: After kids go to bed I cook  a little and watch TV; if not I just go to bed 
V: Sometimes I visit my parents or do shopping. Walk around, get what is 
needed … 
M: When we have money!  
V: When I feel like eating something particular, I have to go to get groceries - to 
do some shopping there ... 
M: I like weekends most.., seeing my family, both Grandmothers. Girlfriends. In 
the evening, of course I go to see my Mom, parents. 
 

 
SECTION 5: POLITICS/DEMOCRACY 

 
Those young people who are not politically active usually have strong negative views of 
politics. This can be seen in spontaneous reactions of young women in both education 
categories . 
 
3 Focus Group   Women  L Education 
 
Moderator Janka: What is the first thing that comes to your mind when I say word 
politics? 
L: Little, short. (laughs) 
V: High taxes, money.  
N: Catastrophic economy.  
L: Just the worst. 
V: Perhaps. In my opinion, nothing positive . 
M: Certainly nothing positive. 
N: More negatives than positives. 
V: Sometimes absolutely useless things.  
 
 
4 Focus Group Women  H Education 
 
V: TV news 
L1: Those clowns in suits. Yes (laughs). Absolutely all of them there. Coats, 
serious faces, shallow speeches and nothing ever happens. 
A: Empty promises. (quietly) 
V: I watch news, I criticize it together with my mom, then we just watch the next 
program. 
L1: I am not interested at all. 
Le: Me neither. (laughs) 
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Le: I am not interested in that …., it is not okay what is happening there yet it is 
not what I am thinking about all the time … 
 
 
 
Men, especially politically active men and those with a higher education, are able to 
structure their own understanding of politics into greater detail. They use relatively 
sophisticated political terminology. Politics is, according to them, a state management, 
political system, power tool, given rules. Democracy is perceived as a freedom of an 
individual. 
  
    
5 Focus Group  Political Activists 
 
MATO:  Politics means some kind of state management ..., to me democracy 
certainly means freedom, a man can achieve what he wants if he gives some 
effort ... when he decides to achieve something, he should achieve it ... society or 
a system, which exists in a given state, should not create obstacles for him. This 
is what I mean when speaking about politics 
 
JURO: In my opinion, it is some kind of system of setting rules. It is a good thing, 
there should always be rules given. There are many dirty tricks in our politics.., 
when someone has a chance to enrich himself, he always takes a chance. 
Democracy always means freedom of speech, freedom of  movement, I can think 
freely, I can say what I want to say, I can go wherever I want to go 
 
Jano: To me, politics does not mean governmental programs only, we can speak 
about politics in terms of sub-topics, social topics. Democracy is just one system 
among many others, yet this one has existed for a long time, it has worked for 
millenniums and it seems to be the best political system ever, it is a government 
of the people…,  politics is something more than just politicians and political 
parties. 
  
 
 

SECTION 6: POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 
 
In this part we are presenting opinions of those who have had first hand 
experience with civic activities and voluntarism. They perceive their own political 
participation and its outcomes in terms of satisfying needs of in particular youth 
groups they work with in their free time. That is what we understand by civic 
politics here. This type of politics does not aim according to S. N. Eisenstadt, to 
change ruling system in a country, but the mean how to get financial support 
from a state and its institutions for satisfying needs of particular group activities, 
e.g. children, pensioners, homeless people, wheelchair bound people, blind 
people. 
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5 Focus Group  Political Activists 
 
Martin: ... to me, political activity is important in terms of,…, a citizen does not 
consider elections as a lottery but is aware of responsibility he gives to a 
candidate.., when one realizes this then it would be a good precondition of 
political activity of some kind…. 
  
Janci:... we come up with many activities for children in our village... we try to 
communicate with the local council; we get good cooperation from them... but 
this might be regional politics only, ...something rather smaller.....these are things 
which create opportunuties for ordinary people... 
 
Juro: I leave dealing with these issues to others. I do not feel completely 
involved in these things, you have to be captured by that, you have to be part of 
it. 
  
Jano: To me being politically active means to defend your own rights....., I think 
most people are not politically active in the way described by others earlier in this 
discussion......, people would not address certain issues to their local government 
council, they would not try to make an appointment with their mayor until some 
issue concerns them personally. They would address a letter in their name only if 
something interferes their zone of comfort, if they feel their rights have been 
violated.... I think it is normal that most people are politically passive ...... Then 
there is the subquestion – how do I perceive a difference between conventional 
and non-conventional politics. Conventional politics includes classical political 
speeches, e.g. public speech, congress speech, convention speech, to be active 
in a party cabinet or something similar to that. Non-conventional politics can be 
described as some kind of protest...or it is just  self-involvement, citizenship 
involvement, ...just wanting to change something without using forums of political 
parties...... 
 
Katarína: ...We devote ourselves to social activities, charity activities, we deliver 
better conditions for people in need; the employees of voluntary charities help 
people all over  Slovakia. We also try to influence legislation ... with this 
influence, our intervention in politics can influence the orientation of our society 
for the next 20 years. I see a concrete impact on the social conditions in which 
people will live. In the area of human rights work results become visible later.   
 

 
SECTION 7 : Opportunity structures for 
participation 
 
A. Focus groups  
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1. Would young people be prepared to participate in conventional politics? 
 
The participation of young people in Slovakia is often limited to presidential, 
parliamentary and local election. However we can also find here the disillusion 
and long-term fall in voter turnouts. Young women describe it as follows. 
 
3 Focus Group Women  L Education 
 
 
Moderator Janka: Political parties present and speak about their programs  
especially before elections; I do not know, for example, they try to address 
their solutions to mothers with kids, youth, etc. Are you interested in 
political parties programs? 
  
V: They talk about these things before elections; later none of them remembers 
what he said. 
  
Janka: Did you read any political party programs before last elections? 
  
M: No. No, I would not understand them anyway. Half of politicians are 
completely unknown to me,  one can remember some faces from TV or you see 
someone, but I see no reason to do that. 
  
Janka: Was not there anyone in your family who was interested? Like he 
would read programs, follow the whole event? 
  
M: Yes, older people, our parents. 
 
Janka: And your parents? Did they discuss it somehow? 
M: Well, my parents even sometimes fight about it.......; older people have 
experienced a lot of things, they lived under two different regimes and they are 
able to make comparisons between them. 
L2: So past regime was better than what you have got now. 
V: Everyone says that. 
 
Janka: Really? 
M: …even parents… for example, we have got married yet what shall we do 
now? … they (parents) got at least their own apartment, they had a place to stay, 
they had something at the beginning. It is completely different now, …. I am 
saying – if you have no money, then parents could still help you ..... we also 
wanted to get a loan from a bank, but we couldn't because we would not be able 
to pay it off from our salaries, yet it would be still expensive issue so you have to 
think about it carefully, in case it would be approved. 
  
2. Why young people do not participate in politics? 
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Young people do not want to participate in politics, because it is considered a 
"dirty" game. They acknowledge the temptation of becoming richer through 
politics. Young people are aware of their responsibility for their country. The 
general situation of the country is a big issue. It seems that young people would 
get more involved in politics (different forms of protests, e.g. strike) if a situation 
in the country was worse both economically and politically. They understand the 
connection between economic interests and the political tools of their articulation 
 
  
1 FG M H Education 
 
Ja: Now you hit the nail on the head. If they asked me, I would come and be in 
parliament with them. It is unfair and disgusting but that is the way it works!! 
Money certainly would not...., politics is not about money only, it brings some 
advantages. 
  
Ma: Strike, demonstration – I think, the only effect of this would be to wake 
politicians up and make them look upon ordinary people. However it does not 
work in that simple way, ..., there were repressive actions taken when people 
decided to block boarders or make them do something via economic means. Or 
make lower levels of the system (transport contractors, union of transport 
contractors) - they posses more power - to initiate something with others (note: 
railway employees were on strike in Slovakia in 2003). That could work like 
pyramid system. Those at the bottom initiate a change and then at the end 
politicians would have to deal with it. 

  
2 Focus Group  Man L Education 
 
Andrej: … most of them just care about themselves and potential benefits for them …..In 
my opinion, there must be something why Dzurinda has become grey haired, there is 
certainly much stress, tensions   
  
Titus: I think young people should get a chance to be in politics, under 25 years old who 
would bring new ideas, …. I certainly would not go there yet I can imagine someone else 
to be there. 
  
Tomáš: Many times I have been thinking that if I was in politics, - would I be able to 
resist the power of money? - because I think human character is pretty weak in most 
people,  
  
Juro: They would not be able to make me into that (politician) but there are other - 
suitable people for that,..well, I do not know, maybe they would persuade me to do that 
yet it would have to be a complete chaos in here....., it might not be that difficult if I just 
had to sit in the Parliament, vote with my hand or by pressing voting buttons, that would 
not be difficult; however if I was expected to take a standpoint about an issue or analyze 
it, that would be worse  
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Bruno: Too much responsibility, one has to be very careful, where he goes, who he talks 
to and what he does... and most important what he says. 
 
B/ Narratives from in-depth interview 
 
1. How they became active in politics... 
 
Kristina –  human rights activists 
 
During my third year at university, I began to feel I should do something more... 
I studied law, I wanted to work in this area. I knew that I did not want to work in 
the commercial sphere and I started to look for something that would not help 
myself only but also others. I have got a connection to the organization Citizen 
and Democracy through one of my friends. This is a civic organization which is a 
non-government and nonprofit organization. Once I started working there I did 
not  have a clear idea about the organization´s mission....., I knew one of the 
things they were doing was providing free legal help...., I have always been 
interested in human rights, especially parts defending public interests. For this 
reason I started to work in this organization right away.  
  
Karol – activist in student school self-government 
  
I started to work in politics while studying at high school. I became a chairman of 
the students' parliament in the second year, I think, and I stayed in this position 
for the next three years. Later I represented our school at the local government 
and Slovak Student Union. My high school activities culminated in attendance of 
international meeting of young politicians in Macedonia. There we presented our 
systems, compared them and got acquainted with both their advantages and 
disadvantages. Now I work for the Student Council and Academic Senate of our 
University. 
  
 
Rasto –   ethnic minority rights activist 
 
I think I posses political skills and knowledge ..., Roma studies is, simply said, a 
science about Roma; it is an interdisciplinary area, similar to Arabic studies, 
German studies, in these you study history, language, ethnology - facts about 
particular nation; this is Roma studies, area which I study at Philosophical 
Faculty at Charles University in Prague. The political history and history of Roma 
nation are parts of it too. When it comes to these issues I think I have necessary 
skills and knowledge ... which should be taken into account. Young people today 
become adults too quickly I think, they learn how the world works too early. And 
that is pretty interesting to me. Former young generations had ideals ..., they 
simply believed their ideals could change how the world worked. Nowadays 
sixteen-year olds are giving me advice about how the world works and they 
pretend they know everything about it. Unfortunately they are right about many 
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things.... simply.. they learnt very quickly how everything works here. Huge 
majority of them refuses even to talk about changing their lives through politics. 
They think it would make things worse only. And they do not trust anyone. 
  
 
 
Peter –  traditional youth organisations activist 
 
Since 1993 I have been a member of one youth organization that was not 
political but organized different events for youth, e.g. camps, weirs, cultural 
events... I participated in all these and I liked it. In 1997 I became an active 
member of this non-profit organization. I was asked to be more involved and I 
became a chairman of the oraganization in the town where I lived.... I was 
responsible for the main office, organizing different events .... book-keeping. Of 
course, it meant working with local government, the town itself ....I had a chance 
to work with issues I had not known about before... which ensured success of an 
event we were planning. And when I became a chairman (in 2000) I became a 
chairman of the committee of this organization and a year later I became a 
national chairman. I am saying this because I started realizing how all these 
things worked, how it is this organization being built, what it takes to work 
effectively, etc. And that was interesting for me. Holding different high positions I 
came in contact with youth politics. Therefore I became a member of a political 
organization in 2001. Its name is Youth Council of Slovakia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2.What is the picture of civil society and its mobilizations 
 
Peter 
 
I think we live in, let us say, hedonistic world where everyone looks for their own 
space, their own way how to ensure themselves and their families financially, 
they trie to get to a position that would guarantee security. However the youth 
sector or work with youth does not offer this, it is a non-profit sector, it is nothing 
like commercial sector....., many say ´Why should I work there, it is not 
appreciated by the public, you just kinda play with kids there´... it is not that 
interesting for people. The only benefit from this work is self-satisfaction, feeling 
that this work is worth my effort, it has got a future and because it helps people 
who have not had much luck in their lives. It is my point of view. There is a 
popular foundation called Smile Like a Gift. Many people claim they would work 
there because it sounds good; but when they find out what kind of work it is, that 
it is rather difficult to take care of children in an orphanage and that it requires 



EUYOUPART 
Political Participation of Young People in Europe 

 17 
 

patience, time, sacrifice ....., then all of a sudden they change their opinion and 
say that kind of work was not suitable for them and it was not worth it.....and 
these are also reasons why especially young people keep saying they want to do 
work that would bring them to public attention, where they can get involved, this 
is more about help...This is one of many reasons why young people refuse 
responsibility which entails self-sacrifice, and prefer work that would bring them 
benefits and effect more quickly.  
  
 
Karol 
 
Many times I witnessed nonsensical discussions.... People kept complaining and 
talking about their problems but when a potential solution was found no one was 
able to implement it. That was probably the main reason why I started working 
actively in this area, ... young people are shy to speak out their opinions which 
are often very interesting and knowledgeable. They have to elect a speaker who 
would present these ideas in different environments and publics. I have also 
become a speaker. That is probably the main reason why I started doing it and I 
still do that. I think everything is a question of  responsibility and will. On the other 
side there is our political scene. It somehow frightens and demotivates many 
young people. People are afraid to be different from their group, to take a step 
that could make things better. They are not used to bearing responsibility for their 
actions and opinions. Becoming different in opinions is perceived as something 
unnatural. And often these people are silenced. Another group of people are 
those who resigned to fight for something because it would lead to no conclusion 
anyway. Even though it does not make them satisfied or happy. I also agree it is 
sometimes easier to live without being involved in activities which require 
responsibility and duties. These things do not always bring success and benefits 
so when young people do not see any advantages or personal benefits, then it 
makes no sense to get involved into anything like that. 
 
 
 
Katarína 
 
... in most things my law education is connected with political participation... I use 
my law knowledge to fight for public interests. We provide consulting and 
councelling, meet people who want to participate in public issues...., we try to 
help them. It is for example in petition initiatives, local referendums, participation 
in elections.....  My colleagues and I often participate in commenting on laws, 
legislative initiatives and activities. The main reason of doing this is for the 
promotion of public interests. Then control of public affairs, state bodies, for 
example access to information should be easier .... 
 
 
Rasto 
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...... I have hardly ever met young people who would be engaged like citizens. It 
is just not so important to them. Here we should distinguish between those with 
university education, they mostly aspire to political activities because they see it 
as a way of self-realization. Young people with low education mostly hold 
negative attitude towards politics or they are not interested at all. I think that 
mostly political scandals which became publicly known caused young people to 
perceive politics as a bad thing, a politician is a synonym for a rascal, a nerd and 
a thief. Young people identify themselves with something independent, with 
"independent living", they do not want to be a part of  what I mentioned earlier, 
they identify themselves with different life-style. It is mostly music that determines 
their philosophy, hip hop or rap trends. Representatives of these styles even 
become life idols of young people ...., you know here exists something called 
civic apathy, I do even call it civic cowardice. Young people told me that when 
they witnessed committing a crime they would not contact police. They know that 
police as an institution is corrupted and that a policeman would tell to a criminal 
who had been an announcer of his crime. This would put an announcer into an 
awkward situation. This could be also called a breeding-ground for growing civic 
irresponsibility or civic apathy among future generations. Unfortunately that is 
how I see it. 
  
 
 
3. Prepared to participate in political activities if encouraged to do so? 
 
Karol 
 
Politicians are people like me and you. However they often forget who made 
them politicians and how they got to where they are now. It means they forget 
about the ordinary people who elected them, they forget about people ´s needs 
and interests. They stress mostly their personal interests which would enrich 
them only. Political parties are to large extent influenced by pressure of lobby 
groups. Do I have to be a member of a political party in order to be active in 
politics? I am sure you do not. I am a good example of this. I have never tried to 
work in high politics yet I am interested in working with people who have goals 
they really fight for. 
  
Peter 
 
I think they (politicians) are people just like us besides the fact their work is rather 
unusual. Many working people can see product or result of their work. Politics is 
a popular discussion topic. People think politicians just talk and quarrel. I was 
thinking the same until recently. Politicians are people just like us and this work is 
as important as any other work. It is the same when a baker makes bread, a 
doctor provides us treatment, mason builds roads or buildings. Then a manager, 
a manager of politics is as important as them. Of course, I am not speaking about 
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the quality here, I am speaking about status. I think they are important people, 
they have decided to do a job that is not easy to do. I respect those who decide 
to work in politics..... 
  
Katarína 
 
There are young people, who work in  party politics. These are either people who 
want to help to our society - people with the same goals like us...but this changes 
after one starts to be active in party politics.., these goals are not pro-social any 
more, they become personal goals only. In my opinion especially young people 
who still hold ideals can get much work done. I would have doubts about myself if 
I entered politics. The political environment would certainly influence me. To be 
honest I am not planning on entering politics. I enjoy my work with the Citizen 
and Democracy organization. I meet many young people while doing public 
politics. This way of promoting public interests does not destroy ideals yet helps 
to promote public interests. 
  
 
 
Rasto 
 
All young educated people who want to mean something in their areas will have 
to be politically active or will at least participate in politics. If they, for example, 
want to promote the implementation of  knowledge from their area in wider 
context, they will have to have someone behind them who would have the power 
to do that; and that is politics. Young educated people will have to - earlier or 
later - participate and work in politics - at least indirectly. What I find as a burden 
for young people today is how our politicians presented themselves, which 
means not very positively, actually - most of them, I dare to say. Young people 
want to do something different yet less and less people believe something could 
be changed here. I do not participate in alternative forms of political activities; 
from reasons I mentioned above - there is simply no trust in politicians here.... 
  
 
 
 
 
SECTION 9: Comparison of Focus Groups 
versus Individual Interviews 
 

 
 Understanding of politics and democracy in Slovakia is fundamentally 
different among young people 
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1. civically - politically non-active and active:   
 
a/  non-activists perceive politics as dirty thing  
 
b/  activists  distinguish strictly between party politics and civic politics 
   
2. lower and higher education 
 
a/ young people with lower education grasp politics as a bad thing which just 
enables to meet personal interests 
   
b/ young people with higher education perceive politics as a tool for realizing 
eligible public interests or particular group interests  
 
  
3.  males and females 
 
a/ men are able to speak about politics in more abstract philosophical way 
  
b/ women perceive politics as a show - spectacle theatre on a TV screen, 
especially particular political areas (education, living, health care) 
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SECTION 10: Definition of key concepts and 
terms 
 
1. politics means some state management. 
2. democracy means to me freedom 
3. system for setting rules. 
4. democracy is freedom of speech, freedom of movement, 
5. democracy is a government of people... 
 
6. policy is something more than politicians and parties 
7. democracy means a guarantee of human rights, it is about non-
discrimination, equality, right to live. 
8. regional politics, something smaller... things that bring opportunities to 
ordinary people... 
9. being politically active primarily means defending own rights... 
10. conventional politics includes - public behavior, congress, convention, 
being active in a party cabinet or in something similar.  
 
11. non-conventional politics are protests.... strong self-involvement, symbol of 
citizenship .... wanting to change something without using forums of political 
parties...... 
12. here I came in contact with youth politics 
13. to get involved means to bear responsibility and duties  
14.  young people are shy or do not dare to speak out their opinions 
15. to promote public interests 
 
16. control of public affairs, state bodies, for example access to information   
17. political activity which is viewed as a form of self-realization  
18. what you can call as citizen apathy, I am calling it citizen cowardice. 
19. Political parties are to large extent influenced by lobbistic groups 
20. I am not interested in high politics  
 
21. lot of young people in public politics  
22.  involvement, participation, work in politics    
23.  I do not participate in alternative forms of political activities 
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SECTION 11: Stimuli for Quantitative Work 
 
Implications from qualitative research 
  
 
Situation 1  
 
the level of civic political participation depends on the political situation, the 
effectiveness of the government and the government´s support in the Parliament 
   
 
 
Message 1 
 
It would be useful to know how a respondent perceives and evaluates the 
situation in his country. 
  
Situation 2 
 
participation does not mean a passive attendance (foot participation) in a 
demonstration, a protest or in parliamentary elections only but it includes also 
active participation (oral participation) in forming and presenting personal or 
group interests 
  
Message 2 
 
There should be an indicator, that would identify coping with fear from 
public presentation and an ability to form and present consistent opinions 
in public. 
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SUMMARY 
Interviews with selected groups of young people in Slovakia at the 

beginning of 2004 on the themes of politics and political participation indicate 

their preparedness to freely express their opinions about a wide range of 

questions and problems of public life. At the same time they showed how 

originally high and obligatory, but simultaneously passive, participation in the 

legitimism of the communist party has changed. Nonparticipation in presidential 

elections or referendums is perceived as an indicator of high political culture. 

The political culture of the current youth generation as a whole is 

significantly different from generations socialized under socialist political regimes. 

At the same time, traditional norms and values are still present in the political 

culture of youth. 

The pluralism of the current political system and the deepening of social 

differentiation of originally homogeneous social structures have had an impact on 

the political culture of young people. 

Our qualitative analysis of four focus groups has enabled us to define two 

types of young people with different views on politics and political participation. 

The first group is comprised of young people (mostly young girls and 

women) with lower education (24-25 years old), who have little kids and solve 

the everyday social problems of their families. Many of them (young males) 

cannot find a job or long-term work. They get information about politics from TV 

mostly. They compare politics to a drama play on a TV screen. They spend 

similar amount of time while watching sporting events, pop concerts, quiz shows, 

etc. Politicians as actors on these shows are often discussed among their 

parents, relatives, or friends. Their vocabulary is rich on pejorative (dirty thing, 

liars) and cynical expressions.   
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The second group comprises young people with higher education or 

students, most of them still single, who understand the ideas of politics, its 

professional dimensions, they distinguish between party politics and civic politics, 

they use political science terms. Many of them participate in public life and 

activities of non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 


