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Section 1: Introduction: description of the national sample 

 
The national sample was stratified and weighted1 so to reflect the principal socio-
demographic characteristics of Italian young people between 15 and 25. Therefore 
males are slightly predominant (51% of the sample), while under-age interviewees 
account for 23,6% of the target population. 
For what concerns the territorial context, almost 42% of the sample lives in rural 
areas, vs. a scant 30% who lives in urban areas. The territorial context is shown to 
be associated to the index of living standard quality: if on average 23,1% of young 
people describes his/her own current standard o living as high or very high, such 
percentage varies according to whether the interviewee lives in a big city (with the 
percentage rising to 27%) or in rural areas (percentage going down to 18,8%). 
The sample is evenly divided between students and non-students (students are 
50,6%, and among non-students there is a remarkable amount of unemployed, 
12,1%). The level of education, clearly dependent on age, shows that 52% of the 
sample has achieved at least a high school diploma. Among males the level of 
education is lower than females’ one, besides the unemployment rate is higher: in 
fact 8,8% of young man have a low education level(<Full maturity) while the young 
women having a low education level are only 5,8%, moreover the young girl still at 
school are the most relevant quote of the sample (29,1%).     Remarkably lower is 
the parents’ level of education: about 45% of fathers, and even more  the mothers 
(about 50%), did not achieve a licence beyond that of primary school, indeed 
45,5% of youth have neither mother nor father with a full maturity educational  
level. 
The household  and religion variables confirm some well known settled Italian 
characteristics: almost all of the subjects (90%) still live with their parents, about 
85% of the sample is catholic and more than 10% declares not to profess any 
religion. Other religions’ incidence appears negligible. 
 
Young people’s political orientation resulted uneven in favour of the left-wing: 
37,3% declared to be left-wing, with 15 percentage points ahead of the young 
people who declare to be right-wing, while 32,2% of the youth doesn’t belong 
neither to the left-wing nor to the right wing. Noteworthy is the fact that a good 
8,3% of the sample did not express their stance either because uncertain or 
because of mistrust. Comparison with parents orientation is quite interesting: 75% 
of the left-wing young people follow their parents, vs. only 62,6% of right-wing 
young people. However the difference does not seem to depend on a choice in 
opposite direction against an homogeneous position of the parents but rather on 
incoherent filiation from parents with no homogeneous or definite position. 
Nevertheless, a low interest for politics resulted from the interviews, and more 
precisely 57% of young people is hardly or not at all interested in politics. First of 
all the scant interest translates into a scant knowledge of political events and of the 
functioning of institutions. “Embarrassing” results emerged from some of the 

                                            
 
1 The percentages quoted in this report always refer to the weighted sample. 
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content questions included in the questionnaire: only 52% of the sample answered 
that it is not in the power of the prime minister to dissolve Parliament, less than half 
of the interviewees knows the number of Countries in the UE, and only 37,4% 
answered positively to the statement “Barroso is the successor to Prodi as leader 
of the European Union”. The indicators which were calculated to assess knowledge 
and ignorance of Italian young people show that 43,6% has a medium-to-low 
knowledge and 29,2% is medium-to-highly ignorant about politics (obviously only 
those who felt more confident answered the questions about knowledge, and so the 
second indicator resulted to be lower). 
 
 
Table 1: gender distribution (GENDER) 

 Frequency Percent 
Male 510 51,0 
Female 490 49,0 
Total 1000 100,0 

 
 
Table 2: age distribution (AGE4) 

 Frequency Percent 

15-17 
years 

236 23,6 

18-20 
years 

277 27,7 

21-23 
years 

302 30,2 

24-25 
years 

186 18,6 

Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 3: actual standard of living (LIFSTAND) 

 Frequency Percent 

Very low – Low 56 5,6 
Average 708 70,8 
High – Very high 231 23,1 
DK - AR 5 0,5 
Total 1000 100,0 
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Table 4: residence (SETTLE) 

 Frequency Percent 

Urban area 297 29,7 
Small and medium city 280 28,0 
Rural area 417 41,7 
DK 5 0,5 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 5: household (HOUSE) 

  Frequency Percent 

Alone 24 2,4 
With parent(s) 909 90,9 
With partner 25 2,5 
Other 42 4,2 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 6: belonging to a religious community (RELIG4) 

  Frequency Percent 

Catholic 848 84,8 
Protestant 8 0,8 
Other religions 26 2,6 
No religion 102 10,2 
DK – AR 17 1,7 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 7: ego diploma (DIP4) 

  Frequency Percent 

Still student <Full maturity 326 32,6 
Still student >= Full maturity 234 23,4 

< Full maturity 146 14,6 
>= Full maturity 286 28,6 
DK - AR 8 0,8 
Total 1000 100,0 
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Table 8: Activity status (STATUS) 

  Frequency Percent 

In paid work 333 33,3 
School 305 30,5 
Higher studies 198 19,8 
Unemployed 121 12,1 
Other 40 4,0 
DK – AR 3 0,3 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 9: Combining gender and diploma (DIPSEXAC) 

  Frequency Percent 

Young man active low 
education level(<Full 
maturity) 

88 8,8 

Young woman active low 
education level(<Full 
maturity) 

58 5,8 

Young man active high 
education level (=>Full 
maturity) 

149 14,9 

Young woman active high 
education level(=>Full 
maturity) 

137 13,7 

Young man still at school 269 26,9 
Young woman still at school 291 29,1 
Total 992 99,2 
DK - AR 8 0,8 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 10: father school level (FADIPLO) 

  Frequency Percent 

Elementary 449 44,9 
Basic and interm 
vocational and general 

79 7,9 

Full maturity 295 29,5 
Higher studies 128 12,8 
DK-AR 50 5,0 
Total 1000 100,0 
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Table 11: Mother school level (MODIPLO) 

  Frequency Percent 

Elementary 491 49,1 
Basic and interm 
vocational and general 

78 7,8 

Full maturity 297 29,7 
Higher studies 96 9,6 
DK-AR 39 3,9 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 12: Higher Diploma of Both Parents in 2 categories  (HIDIPLO2) 

  Frequency Percent 

DK - RR 25 2,5 
Diploma <Full maturity 455 45,5 
Diploma >=Full maturity 521 52,1 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 13: Left-right position  (LRPOSI) 

  Frequency Percent 

Left 373 37,3 
Neither-nor 322 32,2 
Right 221 22,1 
DK 38 3,8 
AR 45 4,5 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 14: political interest ((POLINT) 

  Frequency Percent 

Very, fairly interested 430 43,0 
Not very interested 423 42,3 
Not at all interested 146 14,6 
DK-AR 1 0,1 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



        page 8 

EUYOUPART 

Political Participation of Young People in Europe  

HPSE-CT-2002-00123 

Table 15: ideological filiation (FILIALR3) 

  Frequency Percent 

Right filiation 139 13,9 
Left filiation 283 28,3 
Neither nor filiation 217 21,7 
Incoherent filiation 127 12,7 
Change 46 4,6 
Disconnection 110 11,0 
Others 78 7,8 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 16: Political knowledge (KNOW) 

  Frequency Percent 

Weak 117 11,7 
Medium-weak 329 32,9 
Medium-strong 380 38,0 
Strong 174 17,4 
Total 1000 100,0 
 
 
Table 17: Political ignorance  (KNOWDK) 

  Frequency Percent 

Weak 398 39,8 
Medium-weak 309 30,9 
Medium-strong 210 21,0 
Strong 82 8,2 
Total 1000 100,0 
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Section 2: Political interest, competence and knowledge 

1.1 Political interest 

The interest in politics in Italian young people appeared to be modest, with 57% of 
young people declaring low or no interest at all, even if the  presents great 
variability on account of different variables. 
 First of all, the sex variable shows a medium-to-high interest in 49,6% of males, 
whereas only 36,1% of females declared an analogous level of interest. 
Furthermore, interest seems to grow significantly with age (only 1/3 of under-
eighteen, reported medium-to-high interest), and with the perceived standard of 
living (those who declare high level of living is more frequently interested or very 
interested in politics – 47% of the subjects – and so does who has at least one of 
the parents with a diploma – 49,8% of the subjects). Interest is higher in urban area 
than in rural areas (medium-to-high level in 48,5% compared to 39% respectively), 
it is low particularly among unemployed (who declared low or no interest at all in 
63% of the cases) and it is conversely high among non religious young people 
(rather/quite or very interested in 61,2% of the cases). Finally, it should be stressed 
that this variable is highly sensitive to young people’s political orientation2: left-wing 
young people are the most interested (medium-to-high level for 56,8%), followed by 
right-wing young people (medium-to-high level for 50%). However, the gap 
between left and right would grow by 10 percentage points with a stratification for 
the sex variable. As can be expected, the number of rather or very interested 
people is remarkably lower among those who do not placed themselves neither on 
the left nor on the right (26,4%).  
 
National politics is the field which arouses most interest (54,8 % of young people 
declared to be quite or very interested in it). Local and international politics seems 
to account for the same level of  interest (medium-to-high interest in respectively 
47% and 46,5% of young people, whereas European politics is felt as less involving 
(medium-to-high interest only for 39,9% of young people). It needs noting that if 
single political fields are considered, sex differences are not so relevant. Only for 
what concerns the fields of local and national politics, did males more frequently 
(with a difference of just 4% points from females) declared medium-to-high level of 
interest . As for other variables’ influence, it is political orientation that seems to 
affect the variation in the interest in international politics (57% of left-wingers are 
quite or very interested, compared to 47,8% of right-wingers), and even more so for 
European politics (50% of left-wingers are quite or very interested, compared to 
38,8% of right-wingers).   
Although males declared a higher level of interest in politics, frequency with which 
males and females follow politics does not seem to vary correspondingly. If 
altogether  38,4% of the sample declared to follow political events on a daily basis, 

                                            
 
2 In general, when young people’s political orientation is mentioned, it is referred to the “LRPOSI” 

variable, while when referring to the “left-right” scale, this will be specified. 
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the difference between males and females percentage is only of one point, and 
similarly variation does not occur between left- and right-wing young people. 
 
Television is the main channel of information about political events for young 
people (80,4%), while only 10,4% turn mainly to newspapers as a main source of 
information, and other media (Internet included) are also not so common. It is worth 
noting that the importance of television decreases with the rising of age (main 
channel for 85,4% of under-age interviewees , but for 76,2% of people between 24 
and 25), while vice versa the importance of newspapers grows with the rising of 
age (main media for 8,6% of under ages and for 13,8% of people between 24 and 
25). Besides, this variable correlates with the interest in politics, since by crossing 
the variables mentioned above with that of interest a rise results in the importance 
of newspapers, chosen as main channel of information by 16,4% of young people 
who are quite or very interested in politics.  
Only 25,7% of young people always or often tries to convince others about their 
own political views, reaching 38% for those who declared to be quite or very 
interested in politics. There is no significant difference between sexes, being the 
percentage 26,8% for males. Political inclination to one of the two sides has an 
influence on this variable, but there is no difference between left- and right-wing 
young people (37% of left-wing young people always or often tries to convince 
others about their own political views, against 31,2% of right-wing young people). 
 

1.2. Political competence 

Politics is often or always seen as too complicated to be understood by 53% of the 
sample. In this case the differences become relevant, as such percentage rises to 
62,8% for females. This variable is clearly correlated with the interest in politics: 
almost 80% of those who declared low or no interest at all for politics consider it to 
be often or always too complicated. It also correlates with all the variables which 
are correlated to the interest in politics. 
 
For what concerns being politically active, young people have - idealistically at 
least - very optimistic views. Indeed, they show the strongest agreement with the 
item stating that being politically active means to do one’s part to build a better 
world (91% of young people agreed). At the same time the strongest disagreement 
was shown with  the statement that being politically active is good for career (43% 
disagreed). Females seem to be more optimistic than males, but the difference is 
low (few percentage points, e.g. 94,4% in the first item). 
 

1.3. Political knowledge 

The knowledge battery created more than some difficulties to the interviewees. 
Only 11.15% answered all of the 8 questions correctly. Males seem to have greater 
knowledge, as the percentage of correct answers reaches 14,5%. Also this variable 
is obviously correlated with the interest in politics, and with other variables which 
are on their turn correlated with it (the rate rises to 20,3% among those who are 
quite or very interested). The youth resident in the rural area had still much more 
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difficulties: only 8,4 % answered correctly to the knowledge battery. Left-wing 
young people are slightly more informed (14,7% vs. 13,1%), but according to the 
chi-square test, the difference is not statistically significant, not even with a 
stratification for sex variable (in which case the gap between left- and right-wing 
young people grows of few percentage points).  
 
 

Graph 1: political interest and gender difference  

 
 
Table 18: political interest and settle 

Q2_1 Interest in politics 1 very 
intereste
d 

2 fairly 
intereste
d 

3 not 
very 
intereste
d 

4 not at 
all 
intereste
d 

77 dont 
know/refuse

d 

Local 98 371 392 137   
 9,8 37,2 39,3 13,7 0,2 
National 155 391 354 96   
 15,5 39,3 35,5 9,6 0,5 
European 77 318 448 150   
 7,8 32,1 45,1 15,1 0,7 
International 134 328 362 168   
 13,5 33,0 36,5 16,9 0,8  

* row percentage (sum = 100): from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

43% 42,3%

14,6%

0,00

10,00

20,00

30,00

40,00

50,00

Very, fairly
interested

Not very
interested

Not at all
interested

DK-AR

Political interest

Male

Female

Total



        page 12 

EUYOUPART 

Political Participation of Young People in Europe  

HPSE-CT-2002-00123 

Graph 2: information on politics 

 
 
Graph 3: use of Information means 

 
 
Graph 4: persuasion of other people 
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Table 19: meaning of being political active 

Q28 
  1 

strongly 
agree 

2 
agree 

3 
neither/nor 

4 
disagree 

5 
strongly 
disagree 

Missing 

343 561 71 9 7   Q28_1 It is important 
to try to make world 
better 

34,6 56,6 7,2 0,9 0,7 0,7 

35 227 395 262 64   Q28_2 Being politically 
active to meet 
influential people 

3,5 23,1 40,2 26,7 6,5 1,7 

21 68 119 486 296   Q28_3 It is pointless 
trying to change things 2,1 6,9 12,0 49,1 29,9 1,1 

300 544 92 42 10   Q28_4 Even if I cant 
change things, still 
important to try 

30,4 55,1 9,3 4,2 1,0 1,2 

59 198 325 306 86   Q28_5 I am too busy 
to be politically active 6,0 20,3 33,4 31,4 8,8 2,8 

34 189 340 323 101   Q28_6 Being politically 
active good for career 3,4 19,1 34,5 32,8 10,2 1,4 

45 179 327 335 87   Q28_7 I am too 
exhausted to engage 
in politics in free time 

4,6 18,4 33,6 34,5 8,9 2,8 

278 585 102 20 6   Q28_8 If bothered try 
to change things 28,1 59,0 10,3 2,0 0,6 0,9 

73 399 350 113 41   Q28_9 Being politically 
active because learn 
lot of things 

7,5 40,8 35,9 11,6 4,2 2,3 

60 272 277 285 74   Q28_10 I don’t have 
enough time to be 
politically active 

6,2 28,1 28,6 29,5 7,6 3,1 

* row percentage (sum = 100): from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
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Table 20: Knowledge battery 

Q52 1 true 2 false Missing 
110 632   Q52_1 Serbia is EU member 
14,8 85,2 25,8 

476 280   Q52_2 EU has 25 members 
63,0 37,0 24,4 

227 718   Q52_3 EU flag is white-and-
blue 24,0 76,0 5,5 

374 180   Q52_4 Barroso follows Prodi 
as head of EC 67,5 32,5 44,5 

958 14   Q52_5 (Name of Prime 
minister) 98,5 1,5 2,8 

72 780   Q52_6 (Name of right-wing 
party) is leftist political party 8,4 91,6 14,8 

580 224   Q52_7 Election interval 
72,1 27,9 19,6 

218 520   Q52_8 (Prime minister) has 
the right to dissolve 
parliament 

29,5 70,5 26,3 

* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
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Section 3: Ideological orientations and partisan choices 

 
37,3% of the interviewed Italian young people placed themselves on the left, 22,1% 
on the right and 32,2% neither on the left nor on the right (to which another 8,4% 
must be added of people who refused to answer or who were uncertain). 
Several variables are correlated with political orientation/inclination. First of all, the 
sex variable revealed that females more often place themselves on the left (a good 
41,4%) and in the centre (34,7%). On the other hand, only 31,4% of under ages 
place themselves on the left, not because the majority is on the right, but because 
they do not feel to belong in any side yet (39,8%), or because they did not answer 
the question (11,4%). The higher is the perceived standard of living, the higher 
becomes the percentage of right-wing young people (from 15,8% of those who 
consider it low or very low to 29,1% among those who consider it high or very 
high). As to other positions the pattern is not so clear (left-wing percentage only 
DECREASES OF two percentage points). 
The relationship between territory and political orientation is also interesting: in 
urban areas the incidence of left-wing young people is of 44,1%, decreasing to 
37,1% in smaller towns, and further down to 33,3% in rural areas. A similar pattern 
but of opposite can be observed for the right wing incidence among young people. 
The minimum gap between right- and left-wing incidence was recorded among 
workers (respectively 26,8% and 32,8%), whereas the largest gap occurs among 
students (respectively 19,8% and 40,6%). Among those who left school and do not 
have a high school living certificate, the proportion is overturned (30.1% right wing, 
while left-wing percentage is reduced to 16,4%). Similarly, the higher is the 
parents’ level of education, the higher is the incidence of left-wing young people 
(going from 29,7% among those who have parents with up to primary school 
licence, to 53,4% among young people who have parents with a higher level of 
education. Finally religion plays an important role: 57,7% of non-religious young 
people place themselves on the left, while among Catholics  the percentage 
decreases to just 34,6%, which is equivalent to the number of Catholics who do not 
feel to belong neither in the left- nor in the right-wing (34%). 
The left-right scale (from 0 to 10, where 0 means extreme left-wing and 10 means 
extreme right-wing) gave coherent results with the variable of political orientation 
which was previously analyzed. Left-wing young people expressed an average 
score of 2,28, centre young people expressed one of 4,86 and right-wing young 
people 7,98. Variability among those who placed themselves on the left is only 
slightly higher than those on the right (standard deviation of 1,632 and 1,537 
respectively). 
The attitude scale significantly correlates with all the variables where the 
interviewee expressed his/her own closeness to/distance from the main political 
parties. Going from positive to negative values, the coefficient of correlation follows 
the members of parliament’s disposition. Indeed, the strongest negative correlation 
refers to the most right-wing party, Alleanza Nazionale (-0,674), followed quite 
closely by Forza Italia’s correlation (-0,665). Values become positive for the parties 
that belong to the centre-left wing group: the main opposition party, Democratici di 
Sinistra, features a correlation of 0,461; the Comunisti Italiani party presents a 
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correlation of 0,574 and the most left-wing party, Rifondazione Comunista, shows a 
correlation of 0,619. It is important to highlight that the two groups in the bipolar 
Italian system alternatively feature positive and negative correlations. 
 
 
Graph 5: political position 

 
 
Table 21: left-right scale 

Gender Mean Std. Deviation Median 
Male 4,98 2,807 5,00 
Female 4,16 2,566 4,00 
Total 4,58 2,721 5,00 
Q27 Left-right self-
placement * Gender 

F Sig. 

 Between 
Groups 
(Combined) 

20,612 ,000 
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Table 22: party closeness 

Party closeness 
  1 very 

close 
2 
close 

3 
neither/nor 

4 
distant 

5 very 
distant 

Missing 

37 161 187 157 359   Q29_1 Distance: Forza Italia 
4,2 17,8 20,7 17,4 39,8 9,7 
31 170 260 234 145   Q29_2 Distance: DS 
3,7 20,2 31,0 27,8 17,3 16,1 
59 201 238 207 160   Q29_3 Distance: Uniti 

nell'ulivo 6,8 23,2 27,5 24,0 18,5 13,6 
20 165 268 220 165   Q29_4 Distance: Margherita 
2,4 19,7 32,0 26,2 19,7 16,2 
61 138 182 184 302   Q29_5 Distance: Alleanza 

Nazionale 7,0 15,9 21,0 21,2 34,9 13,4 
53 144 215 196 269   Q29_6 Distance: 

Rifondazione Comunista 6,0 16,4 24,6 22,3 30,7 12,4 
9 59 271 242 197   Q29_7 Distance: UDC 
1,1 7,6 34,8 31,1 25,3 22,3 
11 61 163 155 486   Q29_8 Distance: Lega Nord 
1,3 6,9 18,6 17,7 55,6 12,5 
23 134 292 199 203   Q29_9 Distance: Verdi 
2,7 15,8 34,3 23,4 23,9 14,9 
30 136 230 204 265   Q29_10 Distance: Comunisti 

Italiani 3,5 15,7 26,6 23,6 30,6 13,4 
14 55 276 233 244   Q29_11 Distance: Lista 

Emma Bonino 1,7 6,7 33,6 28,3 29,7 17,7 
3 28 239 251 271   Q29_12 Distance: Di Pietro 

Occhetto 0,4 3,5 30,2 31,7 34,2 20,9 
2 42 250 225 260   Q29_13 Distance: Socialisti 

Uniti 0,3 5,4 32,1 28,9 33,4 22,1 
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Table 23: correlation between left-right scale and party closeness 

 Q27 Left-right self-placement 
 Pearson 

Correlation 
Sig. (2-tailed) N 

Q29_1 Distance: Forza Italia (Italy) -,665(**) 0,000 853 
Q29_2 Distance: DS (Italy) ,461(**) 0,000 795 
Q29_3 Distance: Uniti nell ulivo 
(Italy) 

,550(**) 0,000 818 

Q29_4 Distance: Margherita (Italy) ,484(**) 0,000 794 
Q29_5 Distance: Alleanza 
Nazionale (Italy) 

-,674(**) 0,000 819 

Q29_6 Distance: Rifondazione 
Comunista (Italy) 

,619(**) 0,000 830 

Q29_7 Distance: UDC (Italy) -,181(**) 0,000 738 
Q29_8 Distance: Lega Nord (Italy) -,370(**) 0,000 825 
Q29_9 Distance: Verdi (Italy) ,337(**) 0,000 804 
Q29_10 Distance: Comunisti Italiani 
(Italy) 

,574(**) 0,000 820 

Q29_11 Distance: Lista Emma 
Bonino (Italy) 

,148(**) 0,000 777 

Q29_12 Distance: Di Pietro 
Occhetto (Italy) 

,263(**) 0,000 749 

Q29_13 Distance: Socialisti Uniti 
(Italy) 

,242(**) 0,000 738 

**  Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 
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Section 4: Voting, non-voting and electoral participation 

 
Only 42,8% of the sample was eligible to vote in the last general elections in 2001. 
Of these, 5,1% did not vote, confirming a remarkable high rate of participation to 
elections in Italy. Within the sample Forza Italia was  the party with most voters, 
even though with a lower percentage than in the whole electorate. On the other 
hand, the almost 10% of Rifondazione Comunista is higher than the actual results 
in 2001. However, what emerged from the survey seemed to respect the order of 
importance among the parties. 
 
In the last European elections 70,9% of the sample was eligible to vote, and 85% 
of these went to the polls. As it was the case for the electorate, the sample 
revealed a shift of preferences to the left, mainly due to a strong swing away from 
Forza Italia. Interestingly, female inclination for left-wing was not translated into a 
preference for extreme left-wing parties (11% of female gave their vote to 
Rifondazione Comunista, vs a slightly lower percentage of males with 9,7%) but 
rather, for the more moderate centre-left coalition “Uniti nell’Ulivo” (which obtained 
28,6% among males and 38,9% among females). As for the right wing, sex 
differences become more clearly manifest in Forza Italia (18,5 among males and 
12,7% among females). 
Among subjects of age, 86% declared of having voted at least once in their life. No 
particular sex related differences were recorded, while it is worth noting that among 
non-religious young people of age such proportion decreases to 78,2%. 12% of the 
subjects of age declared they had invalidated their vote at least once in their life 
(again with no remarkable sex related difference), and such percentage rises 
among those who are not interested at all in politics (about 16% went to the polls 
but invalidated the ballot paper), and among workers (again with a percentage of 
16%). On the other hand it decreases among right-wing electors (only 8,3% has 
invalidated the vote at least once). 
Finally about 7% of the subjects of age (independently of whether males or 
females) declared not to have voted out of protest, presenting a pattern which 
seems to be sensitive to the explicatory variables which were previously analyzed. 
According to these, the percentage rises to 11% among those who are not at all 
interested in politics and to 10,4% among non religious young people, while falling 
to 5% among right wingers, to 4,4% among students and to 3% among those who 
declared a very high standard of living.  
 
 
Table 24: eligibility to vote in the general election 

Q7  
 Frequency Percent 
0 no 571 57,1 
1 yes 428 42,9 
Missing  0,1 
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Table 25: vote participation in the last general election 

Q8  
 Frequency Percent 
0 no 21 5,2 
1 yes 390 94,8 
Missing (filt: Q7=1) 3,9 
 
 
Table 26: party vote in the last general election 

Q9  
 Frequency Percent 
1 Forza Italia 75 23,1 
2 DS 60 18,3 
3 Margherita 51 15,6 
4 Alleanza Nazionale 49 15,1 
5 Rifondazione 
Comunista 

32 9,9 

6 Lega Nord 9 2,6 
7 Lista Di Pietro 2 0,6 
8 CCD/CDU 
(Biancofiore) 

3 0,9 

9 Verdi & SDI (Girasole) 7 2,3 
10 Comunisti Italiani 3 0,8 
44 other party 25 7,6 
55 invalid vote 10 3,1 
Missing (filt: Q8=1)  16,3 
 
 
Table 27: eligibility to vote in the European election 

Q10  
 Frequency Percent 
0 no 287 29,1 
1 yes 700 70,9 
Missing  1,3 
 
 
Table 28: Vote participation in the European election 

Q11  
 Frequency Percent 
0 no 102 15,3 
1 yes 569 84,7 
Missing (filt: Q10=1)  
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Table 29: Party vote in the EP election 

Q12    
 Frequency Percent 
1 Uniti nell Ulivo 165 34,0 
2 Forza Italia 76 15,7 
3 Alleanza Nazionale 62 12,7 
4 Rifondazione Comunista 50 10,3 
5 UDC 15 3,0 
6 Lega Nord 12 2,4 
7 Verdi 28 5,7 
8 Comunisti Italiani 8 1,6 
9 Lista Emma Bonino 15 3,2 
10 Di Pietro Occhetto 4 0,8 
11 Socialisti Uniti 2 0,5 
44 other party 37 7,6 
55 invalid vote 12 2,5 
Missing (filt: Q11=1)   14,4 
 
 
Table 30: Kind of vote 

last year  Q13 
0 no 1 yes Missing never once twice 3-5x 5+ Missing 
335 663   43 434 113 29 2   Q13a1 Ever voted 
33,5 66,5 0,2 6,9 69,9 18,2 4,6 0,4 6,4 
898 92   40 37 5 1     Q13a2 Ever cast an 

invalid vote 90,7 9,3 0,9 48,1 45,0 5,6 1,2   10,1 
932 54   17 25 6   1   Q13a3 Ever NOT 

voted out of protest 94,5 5,5 1,4 35,3 51,2 11,5   1,9 11,8 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
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Section 5: Political participation and various types of involvement 

Among the different ways of being politically active the most popular among young 
people are participation to public meetings dealing with political and social issues 
(39% reported participation at last once), to legal demonstrations (48% of the 
sample, and among these 21,7% took part in at least three demonstrations during 
the last year) and to a strike (56,8%). Apart from that, 26% signed at least one 
petition, 23,6% bought products for ethical, political or environmental reasons, 
23,2% wore an object with a political meaning, and 27,9% occupied houses, 
schools, universities, factories or government offices. Only few young people 
measured themselves personally with politics by expressing their own opinions: 
only 6% ever contributed to a political discussion on the internet, only 12.1% wrote 
and forwarded a letter or an email with political content, and only 10.3% wrote a 
political or non political article. 
Less than 10% of the young people took part in illegal forms of participation, both 
in soft ones (7,4% wrote political graffiti on walls ) and in tougher ones (such as 
blocking streets or railways, 7,5% of young people). 
Stratification for sex shows higher percentages of males who declared to have 
experienced the forms of participation mentioned in the questionnaire, particularly 
for what concerns direct personal participation ( only 2,7% of females, for example, 
contributed to a political discussion on the internet, while males percentage rises to 
9,1%). However there are also exceptions to this trend, such as boycotting 
products for political reasons (carried out by 20,6% of females and by 16,1% of 
males), and buying products for political reasons (done by 27,7% among females 
and by 19,5% among males). 
12,6% of young people supported an electoral campaign and 33,9% tried to 
convince others to vote for a candidate or a political party. Among males the 
percentage rises to 14,2% in the first case and to 36,2% in the second. Political 
stance is another interesting variable which affects support to political parties: 
right-wing young people are more involved than left-wing ones (20,7% of the former 
supported an electoral campaign, vs. only 13,8% of the latter), and more often try 
to convince others to vote for a candidate or a party (47% vs. 41,1% of left-wing 
young people). Finally, it is noteworthy that among young people who declared to 
be fairly or very interested in politics, those living in rural areas are the ones with 
higher frequency of support to electoral campaigns (21,3% vs. 17,2% in big cities), 
and with a higher percentage of attempts to convince others to vote for a political 
party or a candidate (49,4% against 39,9% of young people in the big cities. 
 
As for participation within the school context, the interviewees resulted to be quite 
active: 88% took part in students meetings, and 40% declared and active role in 
such meetings. About 68% took part in a protest movement at school, but only 
rarely was a political event organised at school (only 11,1% of the interviewees 
participated in such an activity). Sex differences are by no means predictable: 
although the number of student representatives at the school council is higher 
among male, females present a slightly higher percentage of experiences as class 
spokesperson, and a remarkably higher percentage of participation in a protest 
movement at school (71,6% of females vs. 64.7% of males in the latter case). 
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In work context interviewees’ political participation is lower: among those who had 
work experiences in companies, only 19% took part in a union or workers meeting, 
and just 4% had an active role in such meetings. Moreover, only 7,8% took part in 
the organization of a work group to influence direction’s decisions. Differently from 
the school context, on work place males are generally more active than females 
with reference to all the items which were taken in exam (for example 8,9% of 
males who had work experiences in companies took part in the election for a 
workers’ council, while this percentage drops by half for females, with 4,3%). 
 
The survey has also shown a trend of pro-active participation in associations 
among Italian young people. As confirmed by data, altogether 49,9% of young 
people took part in youth, religious, pacifist, charity and cultural organizations, 
while 63% of young people took part in one of the just mentioned activities or in a 
sport club. In the questionnaire interviewees were asked whether in the last 12 
months they had taken part in the activities of different kinds of associations. The 
ones which recur more often are youth organizations (in which at least 20,8% of 
young people took part, rising to 24% among males), and religious or parish 
organizations (20,5% and 22% among females). Apart from that, also charities and 
social-welfare organizations (involving 15,3% of the sample and 17,1% of females) 
and pacifist, human right or humanitarian aid organizations (about 10%) are well 
represented. At the same time young people are involved in cultural, music, theatre 
and dance groups (with 13,1% being enrolled and 24,2% participating) and in sport 
clubs (with 41% of participants). Participation in environmental organizations 
appears to be lower (with only 3,9% of active participation) as well as in anti-
globalization  ones (only 4,5% who took part and 0,6% who are enrolled). 
 
Table 31: political participation actions 

last year  Q13 
0 no 1 yes Missing never once twice 3-5x 5+ Missing 
865 120   16 38 19 16 27   Q13a4 Ever contacted 

a politician 87,8 12,2 1,5 13,9 32,8 16,5 13,6 23,
2 

3,3 

597 391   74 134 89 43 30   Q13a5 Ever attended 
political public meeting 60,5 39,5 1,2 20,0 36,3 23,9 11,6 8,2 5,1 

729 256   48 124 50 13 10   Q13a6 Ever signed a 
petition 74,0 26,0 1,5 19,7 50,7 20,2 5,1 4,1 4,5 

844 141   23 73 20 12 6   Q13a7 Ever collected 
signatures 85,7 14,3 1,6 16,9 54,8 14,9 9,0 4,3 4,6 

926 63   9 13 13 10 17   Q13a8 Ever held a 
political speech 93,7 6,3 1,2 14,4 20,8 21,4 16,2 27,

1 
0,0 

835 157   31 72 20 8 19   Q13a9 Ever distributed 
political leaflets 84,2 15,8 0,8 20,3 48,1 13,4 5,5 12,

6 
3,8 

807 181   14 17 30 24 89   Q13a10 Ever boycotted 
products 81,7 18,3 1,2 7,8 9,8 17,3 13,9 51,

2 
4,4 

Q13a11 Ever bought 756 233   15 54 56 36 60   
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products for political 
reasons 

76,4 23,6 1,1 7,0 24,3 25,3 16,3 27,
1 

5,2 

919 73   17 19 16 8 10   Q13a12 Ever written 
political graffiti 92,6 7,4 0,8 25,0 27,4 22,6 11,2 13,

9 
4,4 

759 230   39 42 29 29 83   Q13a13 Ever worn a 
political badge 76,8 23,2 1,1 17,7 18,8 13,1 12,9 37,

4 
3,4 

516 477   135 133 82 53 43   Q13a14 Ever 
participated in legal 
demonstration 

52,0 48,0 0,7 30,2 29,8 18,3 12,0 9,7 6,2 

802 188   68 48 21 21 15   Q13a15 Ever 
participated in illegal 
demonstration 

81,0 19,0 0,9 38,8 27,8 12,3 12,2 8,8 7,7 

428 563   202 108 93 68 53   Q13a16 Ever 
participated in a strike 43,2 56,8 0,9 38,4 20,6 17,8 13,0 10,

1 
6,7 

887 103   20 48 14 3 14   Q13a17 Ever donated 
money to a political 
group 

89,6 10,4 1,0 20,3 48,9 14,0 2,9 14,
0 

4,0 

932 59   5 14 10 11 20   Q13a18 Ever 
contributed to a 
political discussion on 
net 

94,0 6,0 0,9 7,9 23,3 16,3 18,0 34,
4 

0,0 

890 102   26 30 17 9 18   Q13a19 Ever written an 
article 89,7 10,3 0,8 26,1 30,1 16,9 9,0 17,

9 
3,3 

872 120   10 27 23 28 28   Q13a20 Ever 
written/forwarded a 
political letter 

87,9 12,1 0,8 8,7 23,4 19,8 24,3 23,
9 

3,2 

952 43   17 12 6 4 3   Q13a21 Ever 
participated in pol 
event where property 
was damaged 

95,7 4,3 0,5 40,2 28,3 14,8 9,7 7,1 4,8 

907 88   41 33 7 3 1   Q13a22 Ever 
participated in event 
where violence with 
police 

91,2 8,8 0,5 48,6 39,3 7,9 3,3 1,0 3,5 

926 65   22 25 10 3 5   Q13a23 Ever 
participated in event 
where violence with 
opponents 

93,4 6,6 0,8 33,5 38,5 15,3 4,7 8,0 1,5 

715 277   157 66 17 11 6   Q13a24 Ever occupied 
buildings 72,1 27,9 0,8 61,1 25,7 6,6 4,3 2,2 7,4 

918 74   38 20 5 7 4   Q13a25 Ever blocked 
streets/railways 92,5 7,5 0,8 51,3 27,6 6,6 9,4 5,1 1,4 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
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Table 32: actions for political party 

  0 no 1 yes Missing 
870 125   Q14_1 Ever supported election campaign 
87,4 12,6 0,4 
659 338   Q14_2 Ever convinced others to vote for a 

party/candidate 66,1 33,9 0,3 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
 
Table 33: school participation 

 Q15 0 no 1 yes Missing 
818 181   Q15_1 Been a member of student council 
81,9 18,1 0,1 
444 556   Q15_2 Been speaker for the class 
44,4 55,6 0,0 
117 883   Q15_3 Attended students meeting 
11,7 88,3 0,0 
591 408   Q15_4 Taken active role in students 

meeting 59,2 40,8 0,1 
319 681   Q15_5 Participated in a protest movement 

at school 31,9 68,1 0,0 
885 110   Q15_6 Organized political event at school 
88,9 11,1 0,5 

* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
 
Table 34: work participation 

 Q17 0 no 1 yes 66 not 
applicable 

318 23   Q17_1 Participated in 
elections for a workers council 93,2 6,8 12,9 

332 9   Q17_2 Been a member of a 
workers council 97,2 2,8 12,7 

288 71   Q17_3 Attended staff 
meetings 80,3 19,7 8,2 

323 16   Q17_4 Taken an active role in 
a staff meeting 95,2 4,8 13,3 

333 28   Q17_5 Organized a group to 
influence management 92,3 7,7 7,8 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
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Table 35: involvement in association or organization 

 Q18 member Participated volunteered none 
applies 

140 208 96 725 Q18_1_1 Youth 
organization 14,0 20,8 9,6 72,5 

34 38 19 945 Q18_2_1 YO of a 
political party 3,4 3,8 1,9 94,5 

118 204 107 741 Q18_3_1 Religious 
organization, incl YO 11,8 20,4 10,7 74,1 

27 20 7 957 Q18_4_1 Trade 
Union, including YO 2,7 2,0 0,7 95,7 

40 32 16 944 Q18_5_1 Political 
Party 4,0 3,2 1,6 94,4 

32 39 19 938 Q18_6_1 
Environmental 
organization 

3,2 3,9 1,9 93,8 

40 47 16 917 Q18_7_1 Animal 
rights organization 4,0 4,7 1,6 91,7 

20 98 14 892 Q18_8_1 Peace 
organization 2,0 9,8 1,4 89,2 

33 98 36 875 Q18_9_1 Human 
rights organization 3,3 9,8 3,6 87,5 

63 153 116 779 Q18_10_1 Charity 
organization 6,3 15,3 11,6 77,9 

13 13 1 979 Q18_11_1 
Professional 
organization 

1,3 1,3 0,1 97,9 

13 9 1 979 Q18_12_1 
Consumer 
organization 

1,3 0,9 0,1 97,9 

131 242 57 724 Q18_13_1 Cultural 
organization 13,1 24,2 5,7 72,4 

4 15 8 979 Q18_14_1 
Immigrants 
organization 

0,4 1,5 0,8 97,9 

1 17 3 980 Q18_15_1 Women 
organization 0,1 1,7 0,3 98,0 

6 45 11 949 Q18_16_1 Anti-
globalization 
organization 

0,6 4,5 1,1 94,9 

346 410 60 511 Q18_17_1 Sports 
club 34,6 41,0 6,0 51,1 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
 
 



        page 27 

EUYOUPART 

Political Participation of Young People in Europe  

HPSE-CT-2002-00123 

Section 6: Attitudes toward society, confidence in social and political 

institutions 

6.1. Attitudes toward society 

The current standard of living is perceived as medium-to-high by 23,3% of Italian 
Young people, and as already shown in the previous sections this variable is 
correlated both with principal socio-demographic variables (such as sex, age, 
profession, territorial context, parents’ level of education, religion), and with 
politics-related themes (such as interest in politics and left- or right-wing 
orientation). 
 
Generally young people have an optimistic vision of their future if compared to their 
parents condition. They affirm that in 10 years the following their incomes will be 
fairly or much better than those of their parents (opinion shared by 60,8% of the 
sample), as well as their working condition (64,9%), their living standards (51,5%) 
and their level of education and professional training (71,9%). No remarkable 
difference of sex emerged, whereas differences  can be observed in some of the 
items on the basis of the perceived standard of living: those who consider it 
medium at best, are more optimistic about their chance of improvement (for 
example, about 77% of these think that their conditions in 10 years will be better 
than their parents’, with a difference of + 8% compared to young people with a 
current high or very high standard of living. The same is true about incomes: 
among those who perceive their standard of living as at best medium 63% are 
optimistic, with 8 points ahead of young people with a current high or very high 
standard of living). 
A higher percentage of optimism can also be observed among young people whose 
parents have a low level of education (56% of those with both parents without a 
diploma think that their quality of life will be better, while less than half, and 
precisely 47%, of those who have at least one parent think so). 
 
Beside optimism about  future there is also a widespread concern about some 
crucial points, particularly unemployment (rated as a very important problem by 
72,4%), criminality (67,4%) and pollution (64,3%), all aspects which seem to be 
more urgent than others, such as immigration and terrorism (nonetheless 
considered very important by more than half of the champion). Comparing sexes, it 
can be observed that a larger part among females ( 89,1%, vs. 82,6% of males) 
considers the number of immigrants as a very important problem, but at the same 
time the also the percentage of those considering racism as a fairly or very 
important problem is higher among females (89,5%, vs. 80,2% of males). Similarly, 
a higher number of females thinks that drugs are a fairly of very important problem 
(88,3% of females vs. 81,7% of males), and the same is true for what concerns 
terrorism (respectively 88,3% and 82,3%). Furthermore, political orientation looks 
determinant: according to left-wing young people pollution, poverty and racism are 
the most felt problems, whereas among right-wing young people higher 
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percentages can be observed in correspondence of the items “number of 
immigrants”, “drugs” and “terrorism”. 
 

6.2. Political trust 

Only 10,6% of the sample declares to be fairly or highly satisfied about the current 
government’s work. Satisfaction rises to 14,1% among those who consider their 
standard of living as high or very high, to 13,3% among those who have parents 
without a diploma, to 14,4% in rural areas, and to 28,8% for right-wing young 
people (reaching 37% among those who voted Forza Italia, the main government 
party, at the last European elections). It goes down to 7,1% among those who are 
not interested at all in politics, and to 4% among non religious young people. 
 
For what concerns institutions, the interviewees do not trust Italian politics very 
much: mistrust is first of all towards politicians (71,8%3), but also, even though to a 
lower extent, towards Parliament (41%of young people). A more positive attitude is 
observed towards European institutions (the level of mistrust goes down to 28,8% 
in the case of the European Commission), and this is interesting considering that a 
lower interest emerged in European politics than in national politics. Finally a 
higher degree of trust is accorded to independent organizations such as Amnesty 
International (which is also the most well known, whereas 15% did not commit 
themselves about Greenpeace and even 2/3 did not commit themselves about 
Attac).  
The higher the interest in politics, the higher is trust in national, European and 
international institution (even among those who are very of fairly interested in 
politics the highest  level of distrust is towards politicians, but it falls to 64,2%). The 
fact that Attac was mainly unknown (63% did not express any opinion about it) 
even among young people who told themselves interested in politics seems to 
confirm that this organization does not have a great impact in our country. Finally. 
trust in institutions varies systematically between left-wing and right-wing young 
people, with right-wing mainly trusting Italian political institutions, and left-wing 
mainly trusting independent organizations such as Amnesty International and 
Green Peace. Trust in European institutions is balanced.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
 
3 FOR WHAT CONCERNS THE CATEGORY  “YOUNG PERSON WHO EXPRESSED MISTRUST OF INSTITUTIONS IN 

GENERAL” REFERENCE IS TO THOSE WHO ANSWERED 1 OR 2 IN THE FIVE-GRADE SCALE IN ITEM Q51”. 
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Graph 6: actual standard of living 
 

 
 
 
Table 36: living condition in the future compared to parents 

Q30 
  1 much 

better 
2 better 3 same 4 worse 5 much 

worse 
Missing 

133 447 182 153 39   Q30_1: income in 10 years 
14,0 46,8 19,1 16,0 4,1 4,6 
161 460 155 146 33   Q30_2: job in 10 years 
16,9 48,2 16,3 15,3 3,5 4,4 
88 309 292 215 41   Q30_3: social security in 10 

years 9,3 32,7 30,9 22,8 4,3 5,6 
138 360 237 191 39   Q30_4: quality of life in 10 

years 14,3 37,3 24,6 19,8 4,0 3,5 
244 455 189 59 27   Q30_5: education in 10 

years 25,1 46,8 19,4 6,0 2,8 2,6 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5,6%

71,1%

23,3%

0,00%

20,00%

40,00%

60,00%

80,00%

Very low - Low Average High - very high

Actual Standard of Living 

Male
Female
Total



        page 30 

EUYOUPART 

Political Participation of Young People in Europe  

HPSE-CT-2002-00123 

Table 37: The main problems in the country 

Q31 
  1 very 

important 
2 fairly 
important 

3 not very 
important 

4 
unimportant 

Missing 

641 305 46 5   Q31_1 Problem: 
environmental 
pollution 

64,3 30,6 4,6 0,5 0,3 

603 305 84 4   Q31_2 Problem: 
poverty 60,5 30,6 8,4 0,4 0,3 

535 318 108 33   Q31_3 Problem: 
number of 
immigrants 

53,8 32,0 10,8 3,3 0,7 

489 343 127 23   Q31_4 Problem: 
racism/xenophobia 49,8 34,9 12,9 2,3 1,8 

413 396 91 17   Q31_5 Problem: 
reduction of welfare 
state 

45,1 43,2 9,9 1,8 8,4 

721 236 35 4   Q31_6 Problem: 
unemployment 72,4 23,7 3,5 0,4 0,4 

547 300 126 22   Q31_7 Problem: 
drugs 55,0 30,2 12,6 2,2 0,4 

672 289 31 5   Q31_8 Problem: 
crimes and violence 67,4 29,0 3,1 0,5 0,3 

572 277 124 21   Q31_9 Problem: 
terrorism 57,5 27,9 12,5 2,2 0,4 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
 
 
 
Graph 7: trust in the government and gender difference 
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Table 38 : trust in the institution 

 Q51  
 

1 not 
at all 

2 3 4 5 very 
much 

Missing 

196 307 338 101 34  Q51_1 Trust in 
Government 20,1 31,5 34,6 10,3 3,5 2,4 

197 378 291 95 15  Q51_2 Trust in 
parties 20,2 38,7 29,9 9,7 1,5 2,4 

145 264 377 149 37  Q51_3 Trust in 
Parliament 14,9 27,2 38,8 15,3 3,8 2,8 

355 363 194 60 5  Q51_4 Trust in 
politicians 36,4 37,1 19,9 6,1 0,5 2,3 

95 192 391 234 50  Q51_5 Trust in EC 
9,9 19,9 40,6 24,4 5,2 3,8 
95 182 374 246 65  Q51_6 Trust in EP 
9,9 18,9 38,9 25,6 6,7 3,8 
103 152 266 219 121  Q51_7 Trust in 

Greenpeace 12,0 17,7 30,8 25,5 14,0 13,9 
68 88 238 273 216  Q51_8 Trust in 

Amnesty 
International 

7,7 10,0 26,9 31,0 24,4 11,7 

85 62 121 50 23  Q51_9 Trust in Attac 
24,9 18,3 35,5 14,7 6,7 65,9 

* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
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Section 7: Belongings, beliefs and values 

 
As for the means that allow to contribute in improving the world around them, 
Italian young people think that there are several ways to influence decisions about 
society. In a scale which goes from 0 to 10 (0 = not at all effective, to 10 = very 
effective), voting in elections scored highest on average (7,4), but also working in 
voluntary organisations and getting attention from the media scored high 
(respectively 6,6 and 6,4). Less effective are on average considered 
demonstrations (5,6) and petitions (4,9). Means comparison, tested through 
“anova” tables, gave the following results: stratifying for sex variable, females 
believe more in the effectiveness of volunteer work (average score 6,88), and vote 
(average score 7,60) and less in the usefulness of personally contacting politicians 
(average score 3,56) and getting media attention (average score 5,87). Stratifying 
for the religion variable, three items show significantly different averages for 
religious and non-religious subjects. For the latter the most effective means are 
boycotting products (average score 4,35 vs. 3,35 for catholics), petition signing 
(5,62 vs. 4,81) and taking part in illegal protest activities (3,36 vs. 2,30). However it 
is interest in politics, most of all, which accounts for variance among different 
groups. Statistically significant different averages for all the items, show that those 
who are fairly or very interested in politics tend to rate all of the activities 
mentioned in the questionnaire as more effective, and particularly getting attention 
from the media and petitions signing. The only exception is the item about violent 
protest activities, which are not differently perceived according the degree of 
interest in politics. 
The sense of belonging to the European Union is felt by almost half of young 
people (positive for 47% of the interviewees, but very strong only for 20,8% of the 
sample) but it is a sense of belonging which is definitely less strong than the 
national one (positive for 77,2% of the sample, and “very strong” for 52,3%).  
Comparison between genders shows clear-cut differences particularly for what 
concerns Europe: the feeling of European identity is very strong for 22,8% of males 
(while only 18,6% of females report such a strong attachment) and it is positive for 
almost 50% of males). On the other hand, females show a stronger feeling of 
attachment to the company they work for (very strong in 37,7% of females, vs. 
31,5% of males). Religion variable appears to be highly connected to how much 
one feels to belong in the different contexts taken in exam. In particular, non-
religious feel more world citizens, compared to the Catholics (positive feeling for 
respectively 47% and 39,8%), and European citizens (“very strong” feeling for 27% 
of non-religious, and only for 20,5% of Catholics). On the contrary, all other voices 
present a huge gap of opposite sign: among non-religious, only 37,6% has a “very 
strong” national feeling, just 33,3% has a very strong town or community feeling, 
and even feeling of attachment to family are “very strong” for only 61,8% of non-
religious, vs. 79,3% of Catholics. 
 
As for the meaning of politics, young people mainly attach to it “ideal” meanings: 
politics has to deal with social issues (75,5% the sample at least agrees with that), 
solve international conflicts (67% of the sample at least agrees) and social conflicts 
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(57% at least agrees). Institutional meanings receive less agreement (52,6% at 
least agrees that politics refers to voting in elections, and 53,1% that it refers to 
parties). Gender comparison does not present systematic differences, and neither 
does religion (apart from a higher agreement of non-religious with more 
provocative items such as “politics is a game played by old men” and “politics is 
just corruption”). The variable of interest in  politics, on the contrary, is determinant 
in accounting for differences in agreement with items expressing the most negative 
conceiving of politics: among those who are “not interested at all” more than 40% 
thinks that “politics is only corruption”, and a good 58,6% thinks it “means empty 
promises”. 
Finally, the more interesting result about the values which characterize Italian 
young people is that a non-negligible quantity of young people said to be in favour 
of death penalty for some crimes (34,6%), in touch – however – with the fact that 
72,3% of the sample is in favour of stricter punishment in general. Apart from that, 
a substantial number believe that a strong leader can act better than the 
Parliament (26% of young people). At the same time, opening towards foreigners 
appears scant: not even 13% said to be in favour of accepting a higher number of 
refugees, 58,4% think that the number of foreigners in Italy is already too high, and 
26,7% affirms that even being part of the European Union is a threat for one’s 
national culture. 
On the other hand, also the number of young people in favour of anti-globalization 
movements is high (29,5%), and even more subjects think that big international 
companies have too much influence on politics (72.3%), that owners of big 
companies get rich at the cost of their workers (65,2%), that the state should not 
privatise public companies (54,9%) and that the free market does not provide the 
best solutions for all problems in society (34,3%).  
Gender comparison gives results which are not easily interpretable: even though 
males more often select extreme types of answers, the sign of the answer is 
balanced because females favour the nearest moderate answer with the same sign 
of agreement or disagreement. Religion variable results to be relevant, as once 
again non-religious present more progressive attitudes than Catholics.  
 
 
Table 39: social influence 

Q24 
  Mean Median Mode Missing 
Q24_1: work in a political party 5,2 5 5 2,8 
Q24_2: work in voluntary organizations 6,6 7 7 1,4 
Q24_3: voting 7,4 8 10 1,3 
Q24_4: contacting politicians 3,8 4 0 3,3 
Q24_5: work to get attention from the media 6,2 7 10 2,0 
Q24_6: boycotting products 3,5 3 0 3,1 
Q24_7: participation in public demonstrations 5,6 6 6 1,6 
Q24_8: signing petitions 4,9 5 6 3,9 
Q24_9: participation in illegal protest 2,4 1 0 2,5 
Q24_10: participation in violent protest 1,2 0 0 2,0 
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Table 40: identity and belongings 

Q26 
  1 not 

at all 
2 3 4 5 very 

strong 
Missing 

Q26_1: a world citizen 93 196 304 186 215  
  9,4 19,7 30,6 18,7 21,6 0,7 
Q26_2: European 78 167 282 260 206  
  7,9 16,9 28,4 26,1 20,8 0,7 
Q26_3: (countries nationality) 34 70 122 247 520  
  3,4 7,0 12,3 24,9 52,4 0,7 
Q26_4: (region/country) 75 88 143 178 507  
  7,6 8,9 14,4 18,0 51,1 0,9 
Q26_5: (town/community) 87 78 121 177 529  
  8,8 7,8 12,2 17,8 53,3 0,8 
Q26_6: school/university 53 74 110 162 151  
  9,7 13,5 20,0 29,4 27,5 44,9 
Q26_7: working place/company 45 28 88 85 127  
  12,2 7,5 23,6 22,7 34,1 62,6 
Q26_8: family 10 18 61 138 766  
  1,0 1,8 6,1 13,9 77,1 0,7 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
 
 
Table 41: meaning of politics 

Q49 1 agree 
strongly 

2 agree 3 
neither/nor 

4 
disagree 

5 
disagree 
strongly 

Missing 

70 396 207 257 58   Q49_1 Politics refers to 
voting 12,5 40,1 20,9 26,0 5,9 1,2 

72 257 283 324 52   Q49_2 Politics does not 
deal with important things 7,3 26,1 28,6 32,8 5,2 1,2 

107 628 179 50 10   Q49_3 Politics = taking 
care of social issues 11,0 64,5 18,4 5,2 1,0 2,7 

40 105 164 504 169   Q49_4 Politics is a game 
played by old men 4,1 10,6 16,7 51,3 17,2 1,7 

35 475 249 186 34   Q49_5 Politics refers to 
parties 3,6 48,5 25,4 19,0 3,4 2,1 

68 492 273 124 27   Q49_6 Politics = solving 
social conflicts 6,9 50,1 27,7 12,6 2,7 1,7 

110 283 332 219 36   Q49_7 Politics = empty 
promises 11,3 28,9 33,8 22,4 3,7 1,9 

54 381 329 172 49   Q49_8 Politics = a way to 
create a better world 5,5 38,7 33,4 17,4 5,0 1,5 

6 322 368 243 29   Q49_9 Politics refers to 
parliamentary discussions 0,7 33,2 38,0 25,1 3,0 3,1 
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75 578 205 99 19   Q49_10 Politics = solving 
international problems 7,6 59,3 21,0 10,1 1,9 2,4 

105 162 341 295 75   Q49_11 Politics is just 
corrupt 10,7 16,5 34,9 30,2 7,7 2,3 
* row percentage (sum = 100) from the calculation have been excluded the missing values 
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Section 8: Summary of the most important results 

 
Interest for politics by Italian young people demonstrated less relevant that 
expected: the 75% of youngsters declared not very interested or completely 
uninterested in politics. The result confirms the data from the previous Iard survey 
on young people condition (in 2000, the lack of interested toward politics included 
the 55% of the youngsters between 15 and 34 years old). The trend shows that an 
increase in interest involves more male and than female people, urban areas are 
more involved than rural areas, Catholics are less interested than people not much 
interested in religion. 
 
The political environment that mostly attract young people is politics at national 
level rather than European politics. In the same way, the European identity is 
perceived far less that the national one. On the ground of faint trust toward 
institution Italian young people showed to believe more in European than in Italian 
politics. Disaffection is showed especially toward parties and toward politicians 
(only the 6,6% declared a positive attitude toward Italian politicians (the percentage 
is lower that in the Iard survey of 2000: 7,6%). 
 
The knowledge of politics has been also resulted very low: only the 11,1% of 
youngsters answered correctly at the 8 related questions aimed to measure the 
level of political acknowledgement. Politics appears to be too complex  to be 
comprehended by the totality or even by the half of the samples. Lack of 
recognition is more common among female young people than male young people. 
Nevertheless the vote participation, in the last European election, shows a 
considerable high result: almost 85% of the interviewees declared they had vote 
(the percentage of the vote participation of the entire Italian population was 73%). 
To support the Italian characteristic concerning the importance given to the vote, 
the young interviewees answered that the vote is the most efficacy solution for 
participation in the society. At the same time it is considered determinant working 
in the voluntary organization and getting the media attention.  
Considering the different ways to be politically active, the most followed by the 
youth are: the participation at public meeting dealing with social and political 
issues, the participation at authorized manifestation, and the adhesion to strikes . 
Among males is much more followed the direct participation while the girls are 
much more propulsive towards boycotting products for political reason and buying 
products for political reasons. 
 
The Italian  youth interviewees collocated their political orientation 37,3% on left, 
22,1% on right  and 32,2 % neither left nor right ( moreover 8,4% of the youth 
refused to answer or was uncertain). Girls collocated themselves more often to the 
left wing (41,4%) and to the centre (34,7%), besides in the urban areas the left 
wing boys rise at 44,1%, while in the middle-small town is 37,1% and in the rural 
area go down till 33,3%. Among the not religious youth  57,7% of boys collocated 
themselves to left, while among Catholics the left orientation is the same of those 
who have collocated  themselves neither to left nor to right (34% of Catholics). 
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The political orientation is determinant to sustain the political parties: the right wing 
youth are much more involved than the left wing youth, in fact they try more 
frequently to convince others to vote for a candidate or for a political party.  
 
Considerably active is resulted the school participation of the interviewees thanks 
to the high percentage of participation in the school council. On the contrary the 
work participation gave modest results: only few of the people who had a stable 
work experience participate at an organization of a work group aiming at 
influencing a decision in the high directive levels. 
The tendency of the Italian young people toward a pro-active participation in the 
associations  or in the youth organization is confirmed by the results: altogether the 
49,9% of the youth participate at youth, parish, pacifist, voluntary, cultural 
organizations.   
 
Although it is evident a considerable optimisms about the own personal future, 
among youth there is also a widespread worry about societal problems. In 
particular the unemployment, the criminality and the pollution seems to be more 
problematic than others such as immigration and terrorism (however they are 
considered important by more than half sample). The political orientation 
represents in this case a determinant variable: for the left wing young people the 
most urgent and sensible problems are pollution, poverty, and racism, while among 
right-wing young people it is seen as very worrying the high number of immigrant, 
drugs problems and terrorism. 
Finally, referring to politics the Italian young people prefer to consider the ideal 
meaning of politics than the institutional and more concrete one. 
Consequently the politics has firstly the duty to address the social question, to 
solve the international and social conflicts, only secondly are recognized  the 
institutional meaning of politics (as well as the concept that politics reefers to  
political parties). This result is obvious if we consider how the concrete aspect of 
politics is damaged by the overspread mistrust in the institution and in the people 
working there. 
 
 
 


